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192 South Union Street
Owned by Christine Gordon

The house at 192 South Union Street was built in 1889 by the firm A.B. 
Fisher. Alfred Benjamin Fisher (1831–1911), was one of Vermont’s pre-

eminent architects and builders during the 1880s. His firm is responsible for 
building many of the historic structures in the area, including the General 
William Wells house at 158 South Willard Street, the Willard Street Inn at 
349 South Willard Street, 204 South Willard Street (home to Made INN Ver-
mont), and many of the buildings on South Willard Street currently owned by 
Champlain College (including 227, 237, 258, 285, and 301). 

The home, currently owned by Christine Gordon, is an example of a Colo-
nial Revival/Queen Anne transitional structure. According to research done 
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by the University of Vermont’s Historic Preservation Program, the structure 
“maintains the typical tower and jutting plains representative of the Queen 
Anne style on the front, while the original structure had a Palladian window 
above the center entryway showing its Colonial Revival traits. Today the Palla-
dian window has been replaced, but the building still maintains its transitional 
character.” The home is a contributing structure in the South Union Street 
Historic District. 

The house was built for W.H. Lane Jr., who partnered with his father in a 
livery business called Park Stables. His father lived at 167 St. Paul Street and 
the business was located at 161 St. Paul Street. Lane served as the captain of 
the Ethan Allen Fire Company and may have been behind the decision to have 
A.B. Fisher design their headquarters on Church Street. 

Since purchasing the home in 2015, Gordon has painstakingly restored and 
preserved many of the historic features of the home. Working with Tim Hol-
loway, owner of Distinctive Restoration, Inc., of Monkton, she restored the 
front porch of the home, taking special care to match the architectural details 
of the original. Much of the wood shingles on the third floor had deteriorated 
beyond repair. Holloway’s crew kept what could be salvaged, and then took 
the opportunity to leave their mark on the home by adding a geometric design 
in the shingles on the front gable (which, intentionally or not, emulates the 
scallop pattern found in areas of the structure’s original slate roof ). Gordon 
also had historically appropriate wooden windows manufactured to replace 
the worn out arched windows in the third-floor turret. Other major projects 
included exterior masonry work. For that she hired Ray O’Connor, the first 
recipient and namesake of Preservation Burlington’s Ray O’Connor Award. 
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186 South Willard Street
Owned by Paul and Nancy Cotton

The impressive brick Greek Revival residence at 186 South Willard Street 
was built circa 1851 by Lemuel W. Page, a partner in the dry goods mer-

cantile firm of Page & Best. On March 16, 1859, Page sold it for $2,600 to 
Judge Davis Rich of Shoreham, who gave the house to his daughter, Lucina 
Dewey, wife of Archibald S. Dewey, a local merchant. In May of the same year 
John Dewey, the famous philosopher, psychologist, and education reformer, 
was born there. (Dewey, an 1879 graduate of UVM, rose to national prom-
inence in the twentieth century.) Following the outbreak of the Civil War, 
Archibald S. Dewey, then fifty years old, joined the army and the Dewey 
family moved out of the home. In 1869, George G. Benedict purchased the 
home and sold it ten years later to Charles F. Wheeler, proprietor of a cloth-
ing store on Church Street. Over the years, the property changed hands many 
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times, but continued to be used as 
a single-family home. In 1995, Dr. 
Paul Cotton and his wife Nancy 
purchased the home. The Cottons’ 
son Billy, an established designer of 
furniture, tableware, and interiors 
based in New York City, is respon-
sible for renovations to the home. 
His work on the house was featured 
in the 2013 Holiday issue of Dom-
ino magazine. Billy’s design work 
has also been highlighted in Archi-
tectural Digest, Elle Decor, The New 
York Times, and House Beautiful. 

Everything you ever wanted to  
know about your Old House.

–  Architectural Conservation
–  Project Management
–  Wood Window Restoration
–  Historic Millwork & Carpentry
–  Period Cabinetry
–  Plaster Repair & Conservation
–  Decorative & Faux Painting

www.WanamakerRestoration.com F 802-865-6056
660 Pine Street, Burlington VT

	  

WANAMAKER RESTORATION 
History honourednurturedpreservedrestored	  

	  
History honoured F nurtured F preserved F restored

462 S. Willard Street, Burlington VT
802-233-4719
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Equity and fixed income portfolio management for  
individuals, retirement plans, corporations and endowments.

431 Pine Street  •  PO Box 819  •  Burlington, VT 05402  •  802.658.2668
www.hansondoremus.com

 Eric Hanson, CFA, CFP® Anne W. Doremus, CFA
 Julie Won, CFA Sven Eklof, CFP®
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14 Gove Court
Owned by Marilyn Richardson

Tour-goers will be in for a treat when they visit Marilyn Richardson’s “kit 
home” at 14 Gove Court, in the heart of Burlington’s South End. Kit 

homes were popular during the first half of the twentieth century as a kind of 
precursor to the modular homes of today. The homes were practical, econom-
ical, and most importantly allowed families of limited means the opportunity 
to experience the pride of home ownership. According Vermont Magazine, 
in a story on Richardson’s home published in its March/April 2018 issue,  
“[T]he pre-cut lumber and supplementary building materials—along with 
assembly instructions—were loaded on a railroad boxcar or two at the com-
pany’s mill and shipped by railroad. The carpenter or contractor hired to fab-
ricate the house (or the customers themselves) then unloaded the boxcars and 
began constructing the house, based on the predetermined design and floor 
plan, on the customer’s property. In the case of this particular kit house, the 
railroad was just down the street, making it very handy to transport the lumber 
to the site.”
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Richardson purchased the house in 
2015 and immediately began what was 
to be five months of renovation. Work-
ing with her son Matt, who also happens 
to be a carpenter and owner of Echo 
Road Design, Richardson transformed 
the 1920s, 1000-square-foot home into 
a sun-filled and cozy retreat. Richard-
son and her son did all the renovations 
together; allowing her own design aes-
thetics to lead the way and Matt’s skill as 
a craftsman to bring her ideas to reality. 
While the kitchen required a total ren-

ovation, original materials were preserved in other areas of the home. They 
restored the home’s original front door and entryway wainscoting and refin-
ished the maple floors throughout. New materials were added when necessary, 
but care was taken to replicate what most likely would have been there origi-
nally. For instance, Matt reproduced all the trim to coordinate with the home’s 
original woodwork and used period appropriate glass doorknobs and fixtures 
to complete the look. Whenever possible, Richardson chose local materials, 
such as the kitchen countertops and deep farmhouse sink which are made of 
Vermont verde granite.
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30 Henry Street
Owned by Judy Rosenstreich

Judy Rosenstreich, a former member of the Vermont House of Representa-
tives, purchased her brick American Foursquare home in 1998. For twenty 

years she has been restoring the home to its turn-of-the-twentieth-century 
glory. In fact, take one step into Rosenstreich’s kitchen and you might think 
you’ve been magically transported in time to 1900, the year the house was 
built. The home’s extensive restoration was chronicled in the April 2018 issue 
of the Old House Journal. 

Rosenstreich’s efforts to restore the house were made easier by the fact that 
relatively little remodeling was done over the years. Unlike many homes of 
its age, the original woodwork remained unpainted, the kitchen’s tin ceiling 
was intact, and much of the home’s plaster walls were in good shape. Accord-
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www.ResourcefulRenovator.com  |  802.999.4340

Since 2005, Resourceful Renovator has carefully blended modern construction techniques 
and energy standards with the classic charm and character found in older homes.

ing to the Old House Journal, Rosenstreich approached restoration in a very 
methodical way, starting with the basics. She upgraded the home’s electric and 
plumbing first, and then moved on to adding a new water heater and having 
the original windows restored. With some of the major projects completed, 
she focused on smaller details, such as adding period appropriate push-button 
light switches where there had been no switches at all. Whenever possible, 
original materials were restored. If something needed to be replaced, great 
care was taken to find objects and materials with a period look. As tour-goers 
will see, Rosenstreich has remained true to the original character of the home 
throughout the process. 

She hired contractors experienced with lath and plaster to replace plaster 
ceilings, slate roofers to repair the original slate roof, and masons to clean 
and repoint the exterior’s brick. She also undertook the labor-intensive proj-
ect of recreating two porches that had previously been removed. Relying on 
old photographs and the telltale signs of where the porches had been (cement 
patches and roof-tar stains), as well as designs she found in the Old House Jour-
nal, Rosenstreich came up with some initial plans. She took her ideas to her 
neighbor Doug Viehmann, an architect with Burlington’s GVV Architects, 
who drew up more exact designs. Her carpenter, Richard Champagne, assisted 
with finer details of the construction project. In 2008, after construction of 
the porches was completed, Rosenstreich received an award for her historic 
preservation efforts from Preservation Burlington. 
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6 Proctor Place
Owned by Chapin Spencer and Rebecca Grannis

Most people in Burlington are familiar with the city’s historic Lakeside sec-
tion, with its former cotton mill structures and the housing that the mill 

owners developed for their workers. The home at 6 Proctor Place, off Lakeside 
Avenue and southwest of Central Avenue, is a bit of mystery when it comes to its 
date of construction and original owners. When documented by the state’s His-
toric Sites and Structures Survey, the building was described as “a 1½ story, 3x2 
bay worker’s dwelling. Beautifully imbricated slate roof. Aluminum siding, 2/2 
sash windows. Main façade orientation. Stone foundation. Date built: 1899.” 

Despite this, it is believed the house was built earlier, around 1852, when 
the property was purchased by Napoleon Bonaparte Proctor. Proctor, who 
was born around 1814 and died in 1890, was a steamboat pilot on the lake 
from 1832 to 1847, and a steamboat captain from 1847 to 1872. He also 
owned a shipyard a short distance to the south of what is now Proctor Place. 
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He designed the 258-foot steamboat Champlain II, which was built at his 
shipyard and launched in 1868. Proctor and his wife Nancy reportedly lived 
in the home until the late 1870s when they established a home off Shelburne 
Road (current location of the shopping center at 370 Shelburne Road).

The 1869 Beers map of Burlington is the only map that shows a definite loca-
tion for the Proctors’ home. Interestingly, the map locates it south of the ravine 
and brook which is just behind 6 Proctor Place. The Proctors sold their property 
to Henry Conger in 1888, who in turn sold it to George Bouchard in 1915. No 
building is mentioned in the deed. Either the house was on the lot at the time 
of sale (making the Beers map incorrect), built quickly thereafter, or possibly 
moved from another site. To add further confusion, the 1890 Hopkins map of 
Burlington shows no house on the site currently known as 6 Proctor Place. 

The home was purchased by Chapin Spencer and Rebecca Grannis in 2015. 
Since that time, the couple has added an addition to the back of the home 
and done a thorough restoration of the original structure, taking great care to 
preserve original materials whenever possible. Renovations included rebuild-
ing the porch to resemble the home’s original one and refinishing the existing 
wood floors upstairs (new local hardwood floors were installed downstairs). 
Trim work (door casings and window sills) throughout the house was made 
from lumber removed from the structure. The house’s slate roof was cleaned 
and repaired as needed, and a new standing seam roof installed on the addi-
tion. The entire home was insulated and now qualifies as a “high-performance 
home” with Efficiency Vermont’s High-Performance Homes Program.
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Liberty House, the former St. Joseph’s Orphanage on North Avenue, was 
purchased by Eric Farrell, developer of the Cambrian Rise project, in 

2016. Since then, Farrell has gone about transforming the historic building, 
built over a five-year period beginning in 1879, into 65 residential apart-
ments. The orphanage was initially constructed as a three-story, side-gabled 
brick structure with rear ell. It was built by local bricklayers from Cummings 
& Son using brick manufactured in Winooski. It was designed by the Rev. 
Cyril Beaudry and is stylistically Italianate with French Second Empire influ-
ences. At one time it was considered the largest structure in Vermont. Of the 
most notable characteristics of the edifice is its stately curved window heads, 
painted brick belt course running horizontally around the building, and strik-
ing center cupola. 

Renovations have recently been completed on the cupola unit owned 
by John and Martha Hoehl. The Hoehls were drawn to the old orphanage 

375 North Avenue
Cupola Unit, Liberty House 
Owned by John and Martha Hoehl
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because John’s mother, Cindy Hoehl, who passed away in 2016, grew up in 
the area. Her family ran the Kieslich Market (1913–1984), which catered to 
Burlington’s German community. Cindy also lived at the orphanage for a time 
after her father died and her mother became ill. According to John, his mother 
had fond memories of the time she spent there. 

The Hoehls’ unit, as its informal name suggests, occupies the space in the 
building’s upper floor directly below the central cupola. While tour-goers will 
not have access to the cupola itself, they will be able to take in the spectacular 
view of Lake Champlain from the couple’s private rooftop deck. The unit is 
composed of two levels and in part occupies a portion of the building that was 
not originally finished space. The relative openness of the space, which was 
once part of the building’s attic, has allowed the Hoehls to be creative with the 
design of their home. Modern elements blend seamlessly with the building’s 
massive wooden beams and trusses, creating a stylish and yet relaxed environ-
ment. On display in the home are works by local artists, including Jane Ann 
Kantor of Charlotte. Kantor, a self-taught artist and registered nurse, has said 
“witnessing many aspects of the human experience allows me to forever explore 
the constant tension between life and death in my creative work.” As is the 
case in other areas of the Liberty House, the Hoehls were able to repurpose 
materials from the original structure in their unit’s design. For instance, the 
base of the kitchen island is constructed of salvaged timber. It was designed by 
Taryn Barrett of Duncan Wisniewski Architecture and crafted by Fine Lines 
in Wood, Inc. (as was the rest of the kitchen cabinetry). Tables in the unit were 
made by Nick Ledak of Williston. Ledak is a budding entrepreneur who uses 
his knowledge of woodworking and design to create customized pieces of fur-
niture that display the natural beauty of the wood. Lighting fixtures are from 
Conant Metal & Light. 

In addition to the cupola unit, tour-goers will see Liberty House’s hotel 
style lobby and common area (featuring exposed red stone walls, comfort-
able leather seating, and rustic wood and metal accessories); restored North 
Avenue entrance and staircase; spacious exposed brick hallways; and the fifth 
floor’s Lake View Veranda above what was once the building’s chapel. 

Light refreshments will be served at the Liberty House. Tours of the Lib-
erty House and the cupola unit will be done in small groups with the assis-
tance of tour guides. Please plan accordingly, as Liberty House may require 
more time to tour than the other homes. 
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Over 25 years of real estate experience. 
Specializing in Burlington’s Hill Section,  
waterfront & luxury homes.

Brian Boardman, REALTOR®/Owner 
Brian@BrianBoardmanVT.com  
BrianBoardmanVT.com (802) 846-9510
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270 Pine Street, Burlington VT / (802) 658-4482 / conantmetalandlight.com

Designers and makers of creative lighting 
and metalwork solutions since 1979

Bringing Ideas To Light

Green Mountain Window Co. 

Traditional Detail / Energy Performance 
92 Park Street, Rutland, Vermont 05701   Phone: 802-747-6915   www.greenmountainwindow.com 

New Construction Or 
Replacement  
5/8”, 7/8”, ¾” or 

           1  1/4” Muntin Bars 
Concealed Balance  
With Tilt-In Sash 
Oil Rubbed Bronze Or 
Brass Antique 
Hardware 
Restoration “Wavy” 
Insulating Glass 
Option 
Virtually Any Casing  
Or Trim Available 
Energy Star Rated 
Traditional Aesthetics 
Throughout 
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FINE HOMEBUILDING + RESIDENTIAL RENOVATION + LIGHT COMMERCIAL 

To learn how Peregrine can change the way you live in your home,  
call 802.383.1808 or visit peregrinedesignbuild.com
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Full service heating, plumbing, AC
and air quality since 1985.

Ductless
Heating &

Cooling
Heat pumps from Mitsubishi Electric 
mean comfort and e
ciency. That’s
                                    nothing to
                                    quack about! 

802-658-6055 • vtenergy.com

outdoor unit indoor unit



The Homes Tour is Preservation Burlington’s biggest annual fundraising event. Proceeds  
go towards the organization’s many other educational programs. For more information:

Preservation Burlington • P.O. Box 481 • Burlington, VT 05402 

www.preservationburlington.org  |  info@preservationburlington.org  |  


